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eft. x. E have a particular Relati- 
ae : \ } \ | on of aCow, which on the 
25th. of March, 1691. 


calu’d a monftrom fort of a Calf, about eng bt 
Miles from Bath in Somerfet-fhire, with an Ex- 
creffence of Flefh like a Commode: Pray what 
Natural or other Reafon may be afign'd for fuch 
a ftrange Production ? 

Anfw. Zuingl. in his Theat. Vol. gives an Ac. 
count of an boneft Matron, who was deliverd 
of a Child that had upon its Head 5 Horns, 
and from che upper part of its Forehead hung 
backward a very long piece of Flefh that co- 
verd moft part of its back, with other De- 
formities. Camerarins {peaks of another that 
brought forth a Bear; and Barth. of a third 
that laid 2 Eggs. We have many Inttances 
of this fort, and therefore I fee no reafon that 
the Caprices of Nature fhou’d not appear alfo 
in a lower rank of the Creation. The laft Sum- 
mer the Colt with its Top-kmots was bruted a- 
broad, and this Summer a Ca/f mounts the 
Stage witha fecond Monumental Toy-fhop upon 
its Head, being the Subject almoft ot every 
Bodies talk and Curiofity, for the Inquifition of 
afew more thoughtful, of which the Que- 
riff is one, to whom we offer our Sentiments 
of it:——- Aswe fhan’t juftle out the smmediate 
Providence of God in a Work of this Nature, 
fo can’c we leave the Prerogative of fecond 
Caufes, or deny that this may be an ab/olute 
Work of Nature: The formative Power belongs 
to the Vegetative Life, and the Power of Ima- 
gination is confin’d to the fenfitive, both which 
are eminently {trong in Animals; (perhaps 
ftronger than in rationals, whofe defects are 
fupply’d by reafon :) ‘Facob knew this, when 
he jaid his colour'd Sticks before the Inprég- 
nating Flock, that they might conceive their 
Fe:ws parti-coloui’d, and if he had laid a 
Top knot before’em, or at leaft drefs’d a Kid 
with a Topknot, the ingendring Females 
would probably have made familar Conceptions, 
both in Colour and Protuberancies of Flefh. 1 
fuppofe it might be Holy-day, and the old Milk. 
maid might ftand extraordinarily rigg’d be- 
fore the Cow and Bull in the A&t, when this 
Calves-bead and Top-knot were imaginarily 
form’d by thereeming Brute. If the Extafy'd 
Cowhad view'd the Milk-maid all over, per- 
haps fhe might have Conceiv’da brutal Milk- 
maid, which (like chofe officious Goblins we are 
told of ) might with its Mouth and Fore-feet 
have done the Work of the Dairy. For the 
imaginative Powers in Generation, fe Numb. 
I5. Q.2, 

Ss . 2+ Why dots Trouble of Mind, Diftraction,Sec. take 
away Reafon ? 

Anfw. Thefe things take away Reafop juft as much 
aa Mi? takes away the Sux, or a Hand, or a Wall be- 
fore any Objet, or too great 2 diftance sakes away our 


Eyes. Thofe Simflitudes are more than common ones, 
for they enter into the Nature of the thing. The Soul 
is fetrer’d in the Body, nor can it move, unlefs ft rakes 
its Chains along with it. ‘Tis there as well crippled as 
confined, and muft ufe the Crutches of Sence ro exert ar 
leaft any Action,which depends on outward Images >: Now 
if even thofe Crutches too are broken, the Man is a 
double Cripple. Our meaning is, that in Biftrafftion or 
any thing of that Nature, the Animal Spirits being affe&t- 
ed, the Fancy muft of neceffity be difturb’d, and all Jm¢- 
gts and Notiots which we have from Sence, extreamly 
diftorted and deform'’d; noneof ’em, or but very few, 
lying in thac Method or Order they formerly did, bur 
appearing much like the Ruines of a Noble Edifice, here 
one ftraggling Pillar, and there another : _Now things 
being in this Condition, and the Soul having fo much 
dependance on the Body, by its clofe connexion there- 
with, which we muft own js eafier experienc’d than ex- 
plain’d, iccan’e be otherwife bur chat the external Ads 
thereof muft be very confus’d and irregular—— Whar its 
Aétions are in relation to its innate Idea’s, {pivitual Ob- 
jects, &c. we can’t fo well refolve ; ingenidufly acknow- 
ledging, we have never yet made the Experiment ; in the 
mean while ’tis probable that even thofe A@ions are 
difturb’d too, though the Power and Principle {til re- 
maining, the Ratio Ratiocinans, as before, or rather 
(might we ufe the word) Ratio Ratiocinatura. 

Queft. 3. What is Death? 

Anfw. Not to be, dud to ceaft to be, is much the fame: Ic 
fometimes falls out thac the more common-a thing is, 
the more difficult it is to (peak well of it, as im many 
fenfible Obie@s. Nothing is more eafie than to diferi- 
minate Life and Death, and yet to explicate the Nature 
of both, is a fevere task, becaufe the Union or Dif-union of 
a er form with its matter, us inextricable; however, 
we {hall offer thofe things rhac have given us the grear- 
eft fatisfaction in our Enquiries—- Drath (or @ Ceflation 
of Doing and Sufftring) is generally agreed to be the grear- 
eft Evil in Narure, becaufe "tis a deftruction of Nature it 
felf, but why it fhould be reprefenced fo terridle,ts as great 
a Riddle to me,asa certain Knowledge of what Death really 
is.— This is the common Piea of Mortals, Hive we know 
and ave known, and all the Enterprizes we take in hand we 
have the farisfaétion of refle&ion and a review when 
they are paft, but Dying deprives us of knowihg what 
we are doing, or what other State we are commencing. 
"Fis a leap in the dark, not knowing where we fhall lighc, 
asa late Naturalift (to fay no worfe of him) told his 
inquifitive Friend when he was going co die. Bur this 
isa Weakneft, which as ic makes Men anticipate their 
Mifery, fo it enlarges ittoo. We look upon Nature with 
our Eyes, not with our Reafon, or we fhould find a certain 
fovceene(s in Mortality,for that can be no lofs which can ne- 
ver be mift or defir’d again ~~ As Caligula pafs'd by, an 
Old Man requefted him that he might be put to Death? 
Why, fays Cefar,are you not dead already 2?--There is fome- 
thing in Death (fomerimes at leaft) that is defireable by 
wife Men, who know ’tis qne of thé Duties of Life to 
dit, and that Life would be a Slavery if the Power 
of Death were taken away,———— J had the Curiofity 
to vifit two certain Perfons, one had been bang’d and 
the other drowa'’d, and both of ’em very miraculoufly 
brought co Life again ;— I ask'd what Thoughts they, had, 
and whac Pains they were fenfible of? The Perfon thar 
was Hang'd faid. He expected fome fort’ of a frange Change, 
but knew nat what,but the Pangs of Death were not fo intol~ 
lerable as fome fharp Diftafes; nay, he could not be pofitive 
whetier be felt any other Pain than what his fears created 5 
He added, that be grew fenfeleB by little and little, dnd at 
the fit(t bis Byes veprefinted a brisk, frinine, red fort of Firry 
which grew paler and paler, till atlength it turn’d into a 
black,after which be thought no more, but infenfibly atted thd 


- partof one that fails afer, not knowing bow or when. The 


other gave me almoft the fame account, aud borh were 
dead {apparently for a confiderable tite. Thefe fn- 
fiances are very fatisfaory in Cafes of violent Death, _ 


\ 


t i h eafier. 

Death, 1 cannot but think it yer mac 
A Srrgae a Conqueft of Life by dittle and little,there- 
fore the ftrife muft be lls where the jnequdliry of power 


r Suet. 4 What Dofett i there in the Souls of Perfons 


; ; 
aoe leone st all in che Sonl, only in the Body. This 
is evident, becavle Learned Phyficians give both Inftances 
of fome fort of Fools which may be recovered by Art, 
thé born fo, and alfo the Reafons why, and the manner 
bow j » be done. 
5 ai pha a Wall that points dirtétly from Eaft to 
Weft, foon'd come to bave the Sun fhine on the North fide of 
ic before fix of the Clock in the Evening in the Summer 
time ie it 
Antw. "Tis the Rays of the whole Body of the Sun from 
which we muft take our Bicafures in finding out a truce 
foining, or a true fhade, AS tor inftance, in the prefent 
Diagram the Sun is ta 
its Circulation round the 
Heavens from S. to W. 
or Soath to Wet, and has 


a oy aright line from the Wall 

@) au Ee 
WiE25 ss , if O egnceded the Weftern 
“ee 5 / — poinr, with a little part of 


y its Body, which pather- 

> b sae ing its pretermitted Rays, 
—_—— center in (a,) or the North 

fide of the Wall, according to rhe Proponents obfervari- 
on, when as the whole Body of the Sun centers in (d,) 


the direét and true Medium of fhining. Whence it 1s 
evident, that the Sun being a great Pody, and upon Mou- 
on, fore of ic will pats by the Wall, before the whole, 


and confequently will fhine on the North fide before 
fix of the Clock, thé ’tis certain by’ Mathematical Calcu- 
ation, tvat the Cricical Moment of fix is when the Body 
or Center of the Sun isin a right line with the Wall, 
which is a eontiderable time after part of it fhines on 
the North fide. 

Queft. 6. Where bad the Obfervator, Numb, 4. bis Story 
of the wagers? is not the Truth of it doxot{ul ? and what's 
the meaning of the word Cratzis, which he there ufes ? 

Anfw. The Caufe which that Gentleman fo handfomly 
defends, needs no Forgerics, thO that he writes again( has 
often made ufe both of them, and Indices Expurgatorii. 
The Hiftory he lias out of a Manufcript, I doubt nor eafi- 
ly tobe produced, and which lies a little nearer than 
thole of Monficur Vavillas. In the mean time it has all 

the Marks of Truth which can be found in any Story, and 
none of Forgéry,|ike many we could point to. There appears 
all thr6 it an airy of Simplicity, Antiquity, and Truth; nor 
cou’d he propofe any advantsge by that paffzge, if falfe, 
being only an Hiflorical Illuftration apply'd tothe Sub- 
ge? he was then treating of. 

For the word Cratzis, we confefs there’s more diffi- 
culry imc than the other, we having no manner of aze- 
quaintance with the Saxon Language, unlefS as much of 
fc asis prcferv’d in our own, nor any of the old Gloffo- 
grapbies arprefent near us. However, weare at liber- 
ty co make @ conjeure, thé fubmitting it to the Judg- 
meur of Antiqusries; and ’ris partly founded on chat 
which the forementioned Author has himfelf advanc'd, 
That the word Crateis fignify’d (ome certain noted feafon of 
the Zar, which conje&ure ts indeed very much ‘favour'd 
by the Contexcure af the Story. —The Queftion ftill is, 
Wha: Seafan ? We only ask, why not Chriftmas ? and the 
word Crates be deriv'd from a Cratch, which if we 
miftake nor, is of Saxon Original, and fignifies a Rack, 
Matgir, or foinc Infirament out of which Beafis are fed, 
and in which cur Saviour was laid when the Shepherds 
found him. We infift not mech on this, only propofe 
it asa Conyeifare, and fuch letic take its Fortare. 

Quek. 7. Woat are we to think of the. Philofophers Def- 
nition of a Sou!, that ’tis Aus primas corporis Organici, 
ja poceutia vitam habentis — ~The firft AG of an Organi- 

cal Body, having (which bas) Life in power ? 

Aaf. Thd we caa’c flight and affront the memory of that 
Great Aan, as many others do, yet we muft take leave to 
fpeak our thergbts of him, as occafion offers in this and o- 
ther matrers.Accord ingly we may appeal co all che World, 
whether this Definition ben’r full as hard as the other thort- 
cr one,—-Entelrcheia, which the poor Moxk was forc’d to 
go to the Devi! to loterpret. Befides, ove part of it fcems 
ro conrradi&t another, tor how can Alt be fuppofed with- 
out Lift, and what can we make of a Life im power, or 
potential Lift, atthe fame time when "tis reduced into 
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afi, when the power ceafes, as it. muft do when the ve- 
Ad is exerted. Gaothe whole, th6. we are nor 


ry firf 
willing abfolutcly 
muft yet own that its (co us) 

Quek. 8. If Pompey ba 
bal Scipio, whether or no they 
far or Alexander ? , ‘ 

Abfw. Their une value depends much on the Zuftice 
of the Caufé, cou'd that be at this diftance difcover’d: 
For Pompey's and Cefar's, they were ene much alike, the 
Quarrel being rather which of the two fhould enflave the 
World, than which fhould préfivveit. For Hannibal's 
and Scipie’s, ’tis much the fame, and feems very near a 
Mood Cafe—Twas at firft only a Political War, and Car- 
thage was grown too great a Neighbour for Rome; nor 
wanted there real affronts on the Affrican’s fide, thé the 
main Reafon for which the black Sentence, Carthago ef 
delenda, Carchage is to be deftroyed, was fo often heard in 
the Senate, was indeed the firft of thofe two. But the 
Queftion, I fuppofe is only intended for a comparifon of 
their Military Glory: And herein, ’tis our Judgment thas 
Pompey had been much greater than Cefar, had he fairly 
overcome him, becaufe the difficulty advances the Glory, 
and he was to fight an Army of Veteranes, who had been 
long try’d againft the Gauls, as fierce an Enemy then as 
moft in the World had been ufed to conquer, and hada 
Cefarat their Head ; and co fight ’em witha parcel of 
Young Spruce Volunteers, who as appears by Cefar’s ex- 
hortation to kis Souldiers, — Miles fers faciem! were 
more concern’d for cheir Faces than their Honours. For 
Hannival, we look vpon him ro be fo great a Man as 
appears by his ( Jong maintaining a War againft the 
moft powerfal Yeople in the World abroad, and In 
fpire of a contrary Faction art home, cutting off fo many 
(almoft all) of the choiceft of the Roman Legions, and 
beating ‘em as oft as he fought em, till che laft unhappy 
Bartel, thatno foddain rurnof Fortune coud realiy lef- 
fenhim, he bcing in fpite of his ill fuccefs as much a 
greater Man than Alexander, as the Romans were better 
Souldiers than the Pet/ans or Indians. 

Queft, 9. How a Corporeal Subftance, which confits 
of parts, can aét upon a Spiritual Sudftance, which is void 
of parts? Towhich we add another we have received : 
By what means do Spirits (peak, feeing they have not thofe 
parts by which Speech is fram’'d ? 

Anfw. To the firft, If by a Body's a&ing upon a Spirit 
by touch or motion, ismeant, ‘tis denied, till we have 
an Inftance given us: if by perfrrafon, &e. then the tnan- 
ner is thus: —An Obje& imprines a Species upon the 
Sence, the Sence conveys this Species to the Fancy; 
whilft ic lodges there, the Memory recoliects to the 
Judgment fuch Experiences as fhe hath kept in her Treas 
fury, the Judgment by comparing thefe Experiences (to- 
gether with its satwral habit of f(t Principles) with 
this new Species, draws from the fame fome Conclufion, 
which the intellect Will or Soul approves or difepproves, 
according to che Arguments alledged by former expe- 
riences. — But after all, we believe the Queftion was 
defig n’d in the revere, which would bear the fame Sence 
as the latter Queftion does, viz. Howa Spirtt can af 
upon Bodies by Motion, Speech, &c, aswe have daily In- 
ftances. Tothis Jaft we anfwer, — A Spirit has a Vere 


ro conélude the Definition faife, we 
unintellizible. 

overcome Cafar, and Ranni- 
bad been préfirrable to Ce. 


tual Motive Faculty over Bodics; as for Example, Can. 


move a Chair, a Stool, &¢. without making ufe of 
another Medium ; I caft a Ball from me, this Ball moves 
when I touch it not; che firft Caufe of its motion was 
a Contatt or Communication of Action between two Bo- 
dies 5 but the. Caufe of its continued motion when £ 
touch itnot, is this virtwal force which a Spirit makes 
ule of in moving Bodies. 

Quefi. 10. Way are Offers fimooth one year, and rough 
another furctffively ? 

Anfw. ’Tis amiftake, they are only fmooth the firk 


Year, and every fucccedimg Year grow rougher, by.rea . 


fon that the Spring affords new juice for a new formation. 
tS Our next Mercury (by reajox of the Holy-days) 
will be publif’d on Wedncfday Morn. 


Qdvertifement, 
kK A LL young Gertlemen or Ladies that defire to leas 
B the moff Exsit and Short: Short-hand ever bt 
fore invented, may be faithfut'y Taught by the Author, WIL- 
LIAM MASON, at his Writirg-School, the Hand and 


Pen in Bell-yard, Grace-church ftreet, on ReafenableTerme: 


And fich as pleafe may (at convenient Hours, when Scboot 
ts ower) be attinded at their own Habirctiors see 
an 


- 


